
SYNOPSIS OF PROPOSED CHANGES TO THE 

HOUSE RULES OF PROCEDURE 

76TH LEGISLATURE - 1999

Rule 1--Duties and Rii:hts of the Speaker 

1. A provision has been added to the rules to allow the overruling of a point of order raised as to
a violation of a provision of the rules governing committee reports, committee minutes, or
accompanying documentation if the purpose of the provision has been fulfilled and the
violation does not deceive or mislead. This provision is modeled after Rule 12, Section l(c),
which is a provision relating to minor errors in underlining and bracketing requirements that
has been contained in the House Rules of Procedure since 1983.

(Rule 1, Section 9 (c)--page 5)

Rule 2--Employees 

2. In the section of the rules relating to the duties of the journal clerk, the reference to the one-hour
time limit for recording a non-record vote with the journal clerk has been removed. This
change was necessary due to the elimination of the one-hour restriction for filing a non-record
vote with the journal clerk. Members will now be permitted to file a non-record vote with the

journal clerk at any time during that daily session of the house. See the changes described

under Rule 5.

(Rule 2, Section 2(1)(N)--pages 14-15)

Rule 3--Standing Committees 

3. The jurisdictions of the standing committees have been updated to reflect the abolition,
creation, and name changes of state agencies by the legislature. A summary of those changes
follows:

Section 1. AGRICULTURE AND LIVESTOCK -- The committee's jurisdiction has been
updated to reflect the abolition of the Egg Marketing Advisory Board. Jurisdiction has been
added over the board of directors of the Texas Boll Weevil Eradication Foundation, Inc., which
is now subject to sunset review.

Section 3. BUSINESS AND INDUSTRY -- Jurisdiction over the newly created State Office
of Risk Management and the Risk Management Board have been added.

Section 6. CORRECTIONS -- Jurisdiction over the newly created the Private Sector Prison
Industries Oversight Authority has been added.

Section 9. ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT -- The committee's jurisdiction has been updated
to reflect the abolition of the Texas Department of Commerce and the creation of the Texas
Department of Economic Development. Jurisdiction over the newly created Texas Strategic
Economic Development Planning Commission has been added.

Section 11. ENERGY RESOURCES -- The committee's jurisdiction has been updated to reflect

the abolition of the Texas Committee on Energy Policy.

Section 12. ENVIRONMENT AL REGULATION -- The committee's jurisdiction has been
updated to reflect the abolition of the Pollution Prevention Council.

Section 13. FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS -- The committee's jurisdiction has been updated

to reflect the abolition of the State Depository Board.
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